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The Current Situation, Framework and Path of the Professionalization of
Chinese Institutional Research from the Sociology of Profession
WEI Shuguang’, LEI Ning"*

(1. Huazhong University of Science & Technology, Wuhan Hubei 430074;

2. Chongqing Medical and Pharmaceutical College, Chongqing 401331)

Abstract: The core function of institutional research (IR) is to collect data systematically, analyze
data scientifically, and provide decision support. The professionalization of IR determines the effec -
tiveness of the decision support function of IR. At present, the orientation of IR department is not clear,
the research work is more driven by theory rather than practice, and IR personnel’ s research norms
need to be strengthened. From the perspective of sociology of profession, the professionalization of IR
aims to establish the professional knowledge system of IR, establish the internal boundary structure of
IR, and promote the recursive cycle between ecosystems. In order to promote the development and
function realization of IR, the professionalization path of IR has been clarified as four stages: starting
point, development, establishment of jurisdiction, and popularization.

Key words: institutional research; professionalization; knowledge system ; boundaries—making ; re -

cursive cycle
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